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The rwwo laſt Speeches of þ 
T bomas Wentworth, late Earle of Straf-. 


ford, and Deputy of Frelaud. | 


The one in the Tower, the other on i 
the Scaftold on Tower-hill, | 
May the 12" 1641. 
New reviſed by the perfeGteſt Coppy,with ſome 
Additions, which was formerly omitted, 


FROM THE LISRARY 2 


NO MMMMMMEMEE 
His ſpeech in the T ower to the Lords, before 


he went to execution. 


@QD9@ lght Honourable, and the reſt, you are 
D @ now come to conyey mee to my death, I 
P&<) am willing to dye, which is a thing no 
*Id® more than all our Predeceffors have done, 
dS anda debt that our Poſteritie muſt in their” 
£ JW due time diſcharge, which fince it can be no 

* way avoyded, it ought the lefle tobe fea- 
red; for that which 1s common toall, ought not to beintol- 
lerable toany : Iris the Law of Nature, the tribute of the 
fleſh, a remedy from all worldly cares and troubles ; and to 
the truly penitent, a perfet path to bleſſedneſſe. And there 
is but one death, though ſeverall wayes unto it : mine is not 
naturall, but enforced by the Law and Juſtice: ithath beene 
{ayd that the Lawes vex only the meanerſortof people, bur 
the mightie are able co withſtand them : it is not ſo with 
me, for'tothe Law I ſubmit my ſelfe, and confeſſe that I re- 
ceive nothing bur juſtice: for hee that politikely intendeth 
good roa Common-weale, may be calleda juſt man, bur hee 
that praQtiſeth either for his owne profit, or any other fini- 
ſter ends, may be well termed a delinquent perſon ; neither is 
delay jn puniſhment any privilege for-pardon. And more- 
over, I ingennouſly confefſe with Cicero, That the death of 
the badis the ſafetie of the good that be alive. 

Lerno man truſt eyther in the favour of his Prince, the 
friendſhipandconſanguinity of his Peeres, muchleſle in his 
owne wiſdome and knowledge, of which I ingenuouſly con- 
ſeſſe I have beene rooconfident. Kings, as they are men be- 

fore Gcd, ſo they are Gods before men, and I may ſay with a 
| >27 1040 Once in this Kingdome, Had I ſtrived to obey w 


God 48 faithfully, as Iſought to honour my King diligently , 
had flood, and not fallen. Moſt happie and fortunace is that 
Prince, who 19 as much for his juſtice feared, as for his good- 
neſſe beloved: For the greater thac Princes are in power a- 
bove other, the more they gughrt in vertue to excell orher ; 
and ſuch is the royal! Soyeraigne whom I late ſerved. 

For my Peeres, the correſpondence that I had with them 
during my proſperitie, was to mee very delightfull and plea- 
ſing, and here they have commiſerated my rume, I have plen- 
tifully found, who (for the moſt generous of them) I may 
boldly fay, though they have deteſted the fact, yet they have 
pitied the perſon delinquent , the firſt in their loyaltie, the 
laſt in their charitie : ingenuouſly confeſfing, thatnever any 
ſubjeR, or peere of my rank, had ever that help of Counſell, 
that benefit of time, or a more free and legall tryall chan I 
have had :. in the like whereof, none of my preceflors hath 
had ſo much favour from his prince, ſo much ſafferance from 
the people; in which I comprehend the anderſtanding Com- 
mons, not the many headed monſter, Multitude : Bur Ihave 
offended, am ſentenced, and muſt now ſuffer. 

And for my too much confidence in my ſuppoſed wiſdom 
and knowledge, therein have beene the moſt deceived : For 
hee is wiſe to himſelfe, that knowes by others faults 
to corre(t his owne offences: to be truly wiſe is to.be Secreta« 
ries toour ſelves ; for it is meere folly ro reyeale onr intimate 
thoughts to ftrangers : wiſdome is the moſt precious Gem 
with which the mind can be adorned, and learning the moſt 
famous thing for which a man ought to bee eſteemed, and 
true wifdome teacheth us to doe well, as to ſpeake well: in 
che firſt I haye failed, for the wifdome of man is fooliſhneſſe 
with Ged. 

For knowledge, itisa thing indifferent both ro good and 
evil, but the beſt, knowledge is for a man to know himlſelfe ; 
hee that dorh ſo, ſhal eſteeme of himſzlfe bar little, for hee 

qn{idereth from whence he came,and whertohe muſt go,he 


- 


4 

regardeth not the vaine pleaſares of this life, hee exalteth 
God, and ſtrives tolivein his feare 5 buthe that knoweth 
not himſelfe, is wilful in his owne wayes, unprofitable in his 
life, unfortunate in his death, and ſo am T. But the reaſon 
why I ſought to attaineunto it, was this : I have read thathe 
that knowerh not that which he ought to know, is a Bruic 
beaft amongſt men : hee thar knoweth more than hee ought 
to know, is a man amongſt beaſts: but hee that knoweth all 
that may be knowne, is a God amongſt men. Tothis I much 
aſpired, in this I much failed; Yanitie of vanities, all is but 
vanitie, 

I have heard the people clamour and cry out, faying, That 
through my occaſion the times are bad, I wiſh that when I 
am dead they may prove better : moſt rrne it is, that there is 
at this time a greatſtorme impending (God in his mercie 
avert it.) And fince it is my particular lot, like Jonah, to bee 
caft into the ſea, I ſhall chink my life well ſpent, to appeaſe 
Gods wrath, and fatisfte the peoples malice. 

O whatts eloquence more-than aire ? faſhioned with an 
articulate and diftin& ſound, when it isa ſpeciall vertue to 
ſpeake little and well, and filence is oft the beſt oratorie ; for 
Holes in their dumbnefſe may bee accounted wiſe : It hath 
power to makea good matter ſeeme bad, and a bad cauſe ap- 
peare good: but mine was to mee'nnprofitable, and like 
the Cypreſſe trees, which aregreat and tall, but altogether 
without frait, | 

 Whar is honour ? but the firſt ſtep to diſquietneſſe, and 
power is ſtill waited on by envie, neither hach ie any privi- 
lege againſt infamie. Iris held tobe the chiefe part ofhonor, 
for a man to joyne to his office and calling, curtefic and affa- 
bilitie, commiſeration and pitie : for thereby he draweth to 
him with a kind of compulſion, the hearts of the multitude, 
But that was the leaſt part of my ſtudy, which now makes 
me call ro mind, that the greater the perſons are in authority, 
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ſmalleſt crimes are. thought ro bee capitall , the ſmalleſt 
ſpot ſeemes great inthe finneſt linmen, and the leaſt flaw is 
ſooneſt foundin the richeſt Diamond. Bur high and noble 
ſpirics finding themſelyes wounded, grieve not ſo much ar 
their owne paine and perplexitie, as at the derifion and ſcofs 
of their enemy : but for mine ewne part,thongh I might 
have many in my life, I hope to finde none in my death. 

Amongft other things which pollute and contaminate the 
mindes of great ſpirits, there is none more heinons than Am- 
birion , which is ſeldome unaccompanyed with Avarice : 
Such, to pofſefle their ends, care not to violate the Lawes of 
Religion, and Reafon , and to breake the bonds of Mode- 
ſy and equity, with the neareſt tyes of Conſanguinity, and * 
Amity ; of which as I have beene guilty, ſo I craye at Gods 
hands forgivenefle. It is a Maxime in Philoſophy, that am- 
bitious men can bee never good Counſellours to Princes ; 
the defire of having more is common to great Lords, and a 
defire of Rule a great cauſe of their Ruine. 

My Lords, I am now the hopelefſe Prefident, may I bee 
to you all an happy <xungle:. For Ambition deyoureth gold, 
and drinketh blond , and climbeth fo high by other mens 
heads, that atthe length in the fall it breaketh its own neck : 
therefore it is better to live in hamble content, than in high 
care and trouble : For more precions is want with hone- 
ſty, than wealth with infamy : For what are weebur meere 
vapours, which in a ſerene Element aſcend high, and upon 
an inſtant, like Smoak, vanifhinto nothing : or like Ships 
without Pilors, toſt up and downe upon the Seas by contrary 
winds and tempeſts, But the goed husbandman thinks ber- 
cer of thoſe eares of Corne, which bow downe, and grow 
crooked, thanthoſe which areftreight and upright, becauſe 
he is aſſured to finde more ſtore of graine in the one thanin 
the other, This all men know, yer of this, how few make 
uſe : The defect whereof muſt be now my paige: may hy 
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For what hath now the fayour of my Prince, the fami- 
ljarity with my Peeres, the volubilicy of a rongue, the 
ſtrength of my memory, my learning, or knowledge , my 
honours, or Offices, my power, and potency, my riches, and 
treaſure, ( all theſe theeſpeciall gifts , both of Nature, and 
Fortune ) what haveall theſe proficed mee? Bleflings I ac- 
knowledge, though by God beſtowed upon man z yetnot all 
of them rogether upon many : yer by the Divine providencc, 
the moſt of them merin me: of which had I made happy uſe, 
I might ſtillhave flouriſht, who now am forc'd immaturely 
to fall. | 
Inow could wiſh , ( but that #tz#4m 1s too late) that 
God with his ontward goodnefle rowards mee had ſo com- 
mixed his inward grace, that I had chuſed che wedinm path, 
neither inclining totheright hand,nor deviating to the left z 
but like 1carss with my waxen wings, fearing by too low a 
fight to moyſten them with the Waves : I ſoared roo high, 
and too neare the Sunne, by which they being melted ; I ay- 
ming at the higheſt, am precipitated to the loweſt : and am 
madea wretched prey tothe Waters : But I whobefore builc 
my houſeupon the the ſand, have now ſetled my hopes up- 
onthe Rock my Saviour : by whoſe onely merits my ſole 
truſt is, that whatſoeyer becomes of my body, yet in this 
boſome my ſoule may be SanQaried. 
Nimrod would have built a Tower to reach up to heaven, 
aud cald it Babel but God turned it to the confuſion of Lan- 
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guages, and diſhipation of the people. Pharaoh kept the Chil- 
dren ef 7/7ae/in bondage, yas 1s having freed them, in 
his great pride would. have made them his prey z but God 
gave themadrie and miraculous paſſage, and Pharaoh and 


his hoaſt a watrie Sepulcher. Belfhazzer feaſted his Princes | 


and Proftitutes, who drunke healths in the Veſſells raken 
fromthe Temple, butthe hand of God writupon the wall, 
Mere Teke!. PLoras, and thatnight beforemorning was both 
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men g0e on a great while in their owne devices, but in the 
endir proved their owa ruine and deſtruction, never ſaffe- 
ring them to effe& their defired purpoſes ; therefore let none 
preſume upon his power, glory in hisgreatneſſe, or bee too 
confident in his riches : Theſe things were wricten for our 
Inſtruction, of which the living may make uſe, the dying 
cannot ;z bart witand unfruitfull wiſedome are the next neigh- 
bours to folly, 

There can beeno greater yanity in the world, than to &- 
ſteeme the world, which regardeth no man ; and ro make 
{light account of God who greatly reſpeQeth all men ; and 
there can bee no greater folly in man, than by much Travell 
ro increa(e his goods, and pamper his body, and in the inte- 
rim with vaine delights and pleaſures, to loſe his ſoule. Ir is 
a great folly inany man to attempt a bad beginning, in hops 
ot a good ending;and to make that proper ro one , which 
was before common toall,is meere indiſcretion,and the be. 
ginning of diſcord, which I poſitively wiſh may end in this 
my puniſhment. 

O how {malla proportion of earth will containe my bo- 
dy, when my high minde conld nor be confined within the 
ſpacious compaſſe of ewo Kingdomes But my houre draw. 
ethon, and Iconclude with the Pfalmiſt, not ayming at 
any one manin particular, but ſpeaking for all in general! : 
How long will you Judges bee corrupted? how long will yee 
ceaſe to give true Indgement ? &c. Bleſſed is the man that doth 
ot walke in the Councell of the wicked, nor ſtand in the way 
of ſinners ,nor ſit in the ſeat of the ſcornfull, therefore they 
ſhall not ftandim the Indgement , nor ſiyners in the aſſembly 
of the righteons,&c. 

About the houre of 12. a Clocke the aforeſaid Lord of 
Strafford was conveyed to the Scaffold on Tower-Hill, where 
was a Court of Guard made by the ſeverall Companies of 
Souldiers of the City of London, and the Hamlers of the 


(8) 
ched the Marſhalls men to make way, then the Sherifies of 
Londons Officers wich their Halberds; afrer them the Kings 
Guard, or warders of the Tower : Next came ene of his 
Gentlemen , bare headed, in mourning Havit, the Lord 
Strafford following him clad in blackecloath, with divers 0- 
chers in the ſame habit, which were his attendance ; then the 
Lord Biſhop of 4rmazh;-and other good Divines z with the 
Sheriffes of London, and divers honourable parſonages. } 
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When hecame to the Scaffold, he there ſhewed himſelfe 
oneach fide in full view to all Joan, and made this ſhort 
ſpeech,with as much alacrity of Spirit, as a mortall man could 
expreſle, viz. 
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T be Earle of Strdffordrlaft ſpeech on 
the Scaffold, and the manner how 
be ſhewed bieuſelfe end ſpake to the people. 


| Y Lord Primate of /r+/avd, (and my Lotds,and thic 
2 reſt of theſe Gentlemen). it is a' very great comm- 
fort for me to have. your Lordſhip by me this day, 
\ inregard I have been knewne to yaua lon time, 
& 1 ſhould be veryglad to obtaine fo much filenee, 

as$to beg heard a few words, bnt 1 doubt I fhd1l 
not, my Lord. I come hither'by the good will 
and pleaſure: of: Almightie God, to pay that laſt debt Il owe untoſm, 
| which is death and by the bleſſing of that God to riſe again through 
| che merits. of Chriſt Jchus. to'cternall glorie, And hee being” di- 
Kurbed by the people, heeſaid, what is the m ite? ? 'and ſitedowhe 
 - inechaire: ſome replyced, The Souldiers kept moſt ir; If they iid 
he, world be q*i:t, all the reſt wonld be quict, I wiſh Thad been) pri- 
"oof B tc 


» 
IO 
vats, that I might havebcenc heard, my Lord, if I might beſo much 
beholding toyou, thi I might uſea few words, I ſhould take it for a 
very great courteſic: :my Lord, I come. hither to ſubmit to that 
judgement which hath paſt againſt me, I doe it with a very quiet and 
contented minde, 7doe freely forgive all the world, a forgive- 
neſſe that is not ſpoken from the teeth outward (2s they ſay) but 
from the heart ; 1ſpcake it in the preſence of Almightic God, be- 
fore whom /ſtand, that there is no:ſ\» muchas a diſplealing thoughe 
n me ariſing to any crexture, IthankGol, I may fay truly, and my 
ccnſcience bearzs mee witneſſe, that inall my ſervices, ſincel have 
had the honour to ſerve his Majelic in any employment, [ never had 
2ny thing in my heart, but the joynt and individull profperittc of 
King an1 people; if it haye beene-my hap to be miſconſtrued, it is 
the common rtionof as all, while we arc in this life,the righ- 
cou juigethre is hereafter ; here we are fabjeR toerrour,andapt 
to bee mif judged one or another ; there/is one "thing I defire to 
clcere my ſelfe of, and I am verie confident, I ſpeake it with ſo much 
clearnefle, that T hope I (hall have your Chriſtian charitic in the be- 
leefe of -ir, '1dif& alwayesever thinke the. Parliaments of England, 
were the happicft Conllicarioos, that any KingJome, or any Natign 
lived under, and under God the meancs of n—_ ing.and ms | 
' hippie, fo fir have 1 been= from being agatalt Parliaments ; for my 
death. J here a<quitall the world, and pray Gol heartily to forgive 
them : and in particular, my Lord Pcimate, /amverie glad that his 
. Majcſtic is plcaſed to:conceive mee, not meriting fo ſevere and+ | 
h:avic a puniſhment as the utmoſt ' execution of this ſentence ; 7 
2m verieglad, and infinitely rejoyce in this mercie of his, & beſzcch. 
God toturne ito him , that lice may finde mercy when he hath moſt 
.nced of it; I wiſh this Kingdome all the proſperity an1 happineſfe in 
; the world : [did iclivins, and now dying it is my wiſh, 1:doe now 
; profetlc it from my heart, and do molt humbly recommend it unto 
every mn here, and wich every man to lay his hind upon his heart, 
. and conſider ſzri-uſl; whither the beginning of the happineſle of a 
peapie {hould be written in letters of blood, I feare you are ina 
. wrang way,and I deſire Almighty God-that noone drop of my blood 
may riſc up in j.idgment agaynlt you. | 
My Lord of -.4rmagh, I profelſe my elfe a Proteſtant, and a true | 
and ob-dicnt Sn to the Churchof £nglant, tothat Chrrch whorcin 
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to it : and whereas it hath beene ſayd that I have enclin'd to Popery, 
if it bean obje&ion worth anſwering , let me ſay truly,that from x 
time ſince I was one and twenty yearcs of age, till this houre, now 
going upon nine & forty,l never had thought in my heart, todoubt of 
thetmth of my Religion, nor to my beſt memory durſt any cver profcr 
it any kind whatſocver ; and ſo being reconciled to the mercies of 
Chrift leſus my Saviour , into whoſe b1ſom? 1 hope ſhortly to bee ga- 
thered, to enjoy thoſe eternal bappinſſes that ſhall never bave end, ] des 
fire hartily the forgiveneſſe of every man, both for any raſh or unad- 
viſed word or deed,and d {ire your prayers z «And ſo my Lordi farwel, 
farwell all things of this world. Lord ferergthen my. fasrh;give we con- 


 fidence and a/1nravice inthe merits of Chriſt Ietis. . 1 _d:fire you that 


you would be fil-ut , and ioqne in Prayers with mr, avd ſor me ; and 1 
truſhinGod that we ſhall all mret and live eternally in Heaven , there 
to receive the a compliſhment of all happiner, where every teave fyal{bee 
niped from onr ejex, and every. ſad thomgh: from cur beats : And [+ 
God bleſse this Kinzdom end leſus havemerey upon my Scu/e, 

Then turning himſelfe 2bout, hee falurcd all the Noblo-men, and 
tooke a ſolemne leave of -all conſfideravle perſons on the Scaffold, 
giving them his hand: 

And after that hee ſayd; Gentlemen, 1 wow!l ſay my praters, and 1 
entreat you all th pray with m+, an/ for me: then. his Chaplainc layd 
the booke' of Common Prayer 4uipon the chaite before him, as hee 
kneeled downe, on which he prayed al:noſt a quarter of an houre, 
then he prayed as long or longer withou' a booke, and ended with 
the Lords Prayer ; 1hen ſtanding np, he ſpics his brother, Sir George 
Wentworth, and cajs hin to him, and laithz Brother, wee mai part, 
remember me to my { fter, and to my wiſe, and carrie my bleſſing to my 
eld:fl {or, and charge him from me, that e feare God, anl continue an 
obedient ſan of the Church of Englind, that he ſhould approve bimſe!f+ 
a faithful ſubjeft to the King, an1 tell him that he fhonld not have any 
private grudge or revenge towards any concerning me, and bid vim be- 
ware thit he meddle not with Church levinge, for that w:l prove a moth 
and canker to himin his eff ate , and ſh him tocontent him/elfe to beg. 

ſervant to bis Countrey, 4s a Inflice of peace in his ( ountic, and not at. 

ming at higher preferments : carrie wy bleſſing ilſo to wy daughters, 

Anne «nd Arabella, charge them to feare ard ſerve God, and bee will 

bleſſe them. not forgettirg my little infant, that yet knowes neither good 
3 2- 
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"vor evil, and cannot ſpeake for itifolfe, God ſpeake for it andbleſſe #t. 
"Then faid he, Now! hon h done, one firoky will make wy wife huſ- 
bandifſſe, my deare children Farhort Jy, and my poore ſervants maſter- 
leſſe, and ſeparate mt fron my deare brother and al my friends, but let 
God be to yout and them all in all, 

© "*Aﬀec that, going to take off his doublet, and to make -himſcltc un- 
"ready, he faid, 1 thank God [ aw 10 more afraid of death, nor dannted 
with any diſconragement rifing from any feares, but doe a1 cheerfully 
gut ef my doublet at this time, as ever I did when ] went to bed, Then 
t off his doublet, and wound'up bis hairc with his hands, and 

a ons White cap. 
| ' heecalled, phere i the. man that ſhould doe thu laft office ? 
(meaning the Executioner) ca! him to we, When he came and aske 
himforgiveucſſe, hee told himhee forgave him. and all the world, 
Then kneeling downe by the bloek, heewent topraycr.againe him- 
Rifc; the Biſhop of Armath kneelingon the one fide,:and the Mini- 
. er on the other ; to the which Miniſter after. prayer, hce turned 
 bimſcife, and fpokefome Few words ſoftly, having his bands lifted 
op :"this Miniſter cloſed his hands with his ; then bowing: him» 
{lfc tothe earth, to lay his head on the block, he told the Executio- 
' ner that hee would firſt lay downe his head to try the fitacile, of the 
block, and rake it upagaine, before he wopld lay-it downe: for good 
- andall, and fo hedid : and beforchoe laid ic downe againe, betold 
[the'Exccutjoner that he would give him warning when to ſtrike; by 
ſtretching forth his hands ; and then layd downe his neck on the. 
block, ſtretching out his hands, the Executionerſtruck off his head 
at one blow, then tooke the head up in his hands, and ſhewed itto 

all the people, and faid, God eve the King, = 
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